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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)G This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) S Claim(s) 9-13 is/are rejected, 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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The amendment received 4/21/06 has been entered and claims 9-13 are 
currently pending in this application. It is noted a reference was attached to the 
amendment but it is not made of record. Please inform the examiner of any related 
cases, pending, allowed or abandoned. Please provide an abstract on a separate page 
and update the specification regarding the continuing information. 

In view of the arguments presented, the objections and rejections of record made 
in the Office Action of 1/26/06 are hereby withdrawn. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e). (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Claims 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Greillch. 

Greiiich (Am J of Medical Sciences) entitled "Quantitative Assessment of Platelet 
Function and Clot Structure in Patients with Severe CAD" teaches on page 16 column 1 
last two full paragraphs, detemnining platelet retraction force and clot elastic modulus 
allows assessment of clot structural integrity and platelet function. The effects of aspirin 
were evaluated. On page 19 last paragraph, monitoring of platelet force development 
and clot elastic modulus may aid in delineating the contributions of patients undergoing 
antiplatelet therapy. 

The claims differ from Greiiich in that they obtain two samples from the same 
patient to monitor treatment of unstable angina or myocardial infarction where Greiiich 
took a single sample from many patients with CAD to determine the effects of their 
treatment. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time the 
invention was made in vievv of the teachings of Greiiich to monitor treatment of patients 
with unstable angina or myocardial infarction because unstable angina or myocardial 
infarction are both encompassed by severe CAD and Greiiich states the same tests as 
presently claimed may aid in delineating effects of patients undergoing antiplatelet 
therapy. Aspirin is known as antiplatelet therapy. 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particulariy pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 9 line 6, "said blood sample" is improper because a new blood sample 
would be required both before and after treating. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wong (US 2002/0068719 A1) teaches monitoring thromboembolic disorders. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ralph Gitomer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0916. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terry McKelvey can be reached on (571) 272-0775. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1655 
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